
State House District 1 voters, who have 
been without a representative in Lan-
sing for the last few months, will have 

a chance to fill the vacant seat in the Aug. 8 
primary and Nov. 7 general election.

The seat serving Grosse Pointe Shores, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Harper Woods and 
a portion of northeast Detroit has been 
vacant since Feb. 6, when former State Rep. 
Brian Banks abruptly resigned as part of a 
plea agreement.

Seven of the 11 Democratic candidates 
took part in a May 9 forum hosted by the 
Grosse Pointe Democratic Club: Sandra 
Bucciero, Burgess Foster, Kirkland Garey, 
Justin N. Johnson, Gowana Mancill Jr., 
Pamela Sossi and Tenisha Yancey. The other 
Democratic candidates are Ronald Diebel, 
John Donahue, Keith Hollowell and Wash-
ington Youson.

Candidates took the opportunity at the 
forum to connect with voters and state their 
positions on some of the most important 

issues facing the district, from education 
and public safety to preservation of Lake St. 
Clair.

“Grosse Pointe Dems forums are an 
excellent way for the community to engage 
with candidates running for local office,” 
said Andrew Cassaza, chair of the club’s 
Endorsement Committee. “This forum 
was especially valuable because of the large 
number of candidates in the race, all of 
whom must prove their trustworthiness to a 
constituency that has felt poorly represented 
in recent years.” 

One theme they addressed was how they 
intend to represent all the residents in such 
a diverse district.

“I want to work for every person in this 
district,” said Sossi, of Harper Woods, a 
civil rights attorney who ran in last year’s 
primary. “From the area of 48205 to the 
area in Grosse Pointe Shores with the nice 

Annual picnic, 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 8, Tompkins Center 
at Windmill Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

~~~
14th Congressional District 

meeting, 11 a.m. Saturday, June 
10, Northwest Activities Center, 
18100 Meyers, Detroit. Meetings are 
the second Saturday of every month at 
rotating locations.

~~~

The first Grosse Pointe Pride 
March, 10 a.m. Sunday, June 11, 
Grosse Pointe South High School.
Sponsored by We GP.

~~~

14th Congressional District 
fundraiser, 6 p.m. Friday, July 28,  
Southfield Westin. For tickets, call 
Kirk Garey, 313-938-4891; Rick Blocker, 
248-217-1637, or Carol Weaver, 313-
409-3449.

~~~

Primary election day, Tuesday, 
Aug. 8.

~~~

General election day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. 

~~~

Annual Grosse Pointe  
Democratic Club fundraiser,  
Monday, Nov. 13. Save the date! More 
into to come.

For updates, go to 
gpdems.com

Grosse Pointe Democratic Club, PO Box 36881, Grosse Pointe Farms 48236 ~  
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COMING UP

Notice anything different?
Regulars at our membership meetings can answer that question easily: This is an overflow 
crowd! Attendance at February's meeting — the first one after the November election — 
was 170, more than double the usual attendance. Even though there weren't enough chairs, 
people stayed, standing up in doorways, in adjacent rooms and in the hallway. The War Me-
morial has made sure we have a larger room with plenty of chairs from here on out so thanks 
to everybody who helped create a problem we were more than happy to solve! 

Candidates have their say
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Community service
The Community Service Committee 

requested a $200 donation to the 
Harper Woods-Grosse Pointe Woods 
Lions Club to honor our late board 
member Doug Barnes. The Lions Club 
was one of the many community groups 
Doug so generously supported. We all 
miss Doug's wisdom, generosity and 
kindness. RIP, Doug. 

Valerie Kindle

Fundraising
We made $1,100 at our garage sale 

May 19-20. Thanks to all who donated 
and bought items and to all the 
members who worked so hard before 
and during the sale. 

 Margaret Beck

Precinct Delegate Action
This committee is ramping up for a 

six-month campaign to fill the ballots 
with candidates for nearly 400 precinct 
delegate positions for the 109 precincts 
in state House Districts 1 and 2.  We have 
154 incumbents and 232 vacancies. 
We have a lot of work to do, but as 
inspiration, if only two more Democrats 
had voted in each of the more than 
5,000 precincts in Michigan in 2016, 
Donald Trump would not be president. 

Precinct delegates can make the 
difference in enhancing voter turnout 
and public awareness by being the 
bridge between neighborhoods and 
state and federal elected officials. 

Identifying yourself by a bumper sticker, 
lawn sign or being on the primary ballot 
is a way to do that and it pays dividends 
in the general election.

The 400-plus members of the Grosse 
Pointe Democratic Club can help by 
filling out a Precinct Delegate Affidavit 
of Identity, from now until May 8, 2018, 
to be on the ballot in August 2018, and 
by recruiting others. Additionally, a good 
way to stay involved and informed is to 
join the Michigan Democratic Party, by 
simply filling out and submitting the 
online forms for free at michigandems.
com. For more info, call or email me: 
313-618-6067, eckeelean@comcast.net

Ed Keelean

GP's first Pride March
For the first time, but certainly not the 

last, Grosse Pointe will be one of many 
cities around the country celebrat-
ing National Pride Day on June 11. We 
have planned a family-friendly GP Pride 
March starting at 10 a.m. with a rally at 
South High School parking lot and wrap-
ping up with a brief rally at the end of 
our route at Maire Elementary School 
at 11 a.m. For those who are interested, 
caravans of GP Pride marchers will 
depart Maire at 11 for the Motor City 
Pride march in downtown Detroit. For 
more on this and other We GP events, 
go to wegrossepointe on Facebook, our 
website at we-gp.com/  
or email contact.we.gp@gmail.com.

Shannon Byrne

        From the bulletin board

Our club mourns the loss of  longtime board member Doug 
Barnes, who passed away Jan. 28. Doug, 68, was a former treasurer 
of  the club and a regular face at all our events. He was diagnosed 
with polio when he was 9 months old but that didn’t deter him 
from success as an architect, political activist and beloved friend to 
many.

Fellow board member Tim Bledsoe said of  his friend: “The 
very worst thing that I can say about Doug is that he was a poor 
poker player. Deceit is essential to poker success, and Doug did 
not have a deceitful bone in his body. Doug was kind and consid-
erate of  others. He dealt with his physical handicap with far more 
courage and good humor than I could have mustered. In many 
ways he was as inspirational a figure as David Greenspan.”

Officers and executive 
board

President: Gary Bresnehan (GP)
Vice President: Jackie Kalogerakos 

(HW)
Vice President: Aaron Tavalire (GPF) 
Treasurer: Kirk Garey (GPW)
Secretary: Larry Macdonald (GPW)

At-large members:
Jennifer Bagwell (DET)
Margaret Beck (GPF) 
Tim Bledsoe (GP) 
Beverly Brown (DET)
Shannon Byrne (GPF)
Richard Canny (GPF)
Andrew Cassaza (GPP)
Francesca Catalfio (GPF) 
John Clark (GPS)
Olivia Coleman (DET)
Colton Dale (GPW)
Marc Deldin (GP)
Emily Everett (GPW)
Jennifer Fiore (GPS)
Mary Jo Johnson (GPF)
Ed Keelean (GPP)
Peter McGrath (GPP)
La Vern Rutledge (HW)
Roland Samaroo (GPF)
Ricardo Thomas (DET) 

Ex-officio members:
Tim Killeen (DET)
Valerie Kindle (HW) 
Veronica Paiz (HW)

Past president:
Harry Kalogerakos (HW)

Doug Barnes: In remembrance

Doug Barnes, left, with David Greenspan in 2014 



houses on the wa-
ter, opportunity 
in this area should 
not discriminate.”

Johnson, of 
Grosse Pointe 
Woods, who is 
on personal leave 
from his posi-
tion as director 
of community 
engagement for 

Detroit City Council member Janeé Ayers, 
said, “This district is lacking a voice. I made 
the decision to run because I know we need 
a representative who understands and shares 
the same values as the people who live here 
in this community, and also because it is my 

goal to re-estab-
lish the trust that 
has been lost for 
the representative 
of District 1.” 

Garey, of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, is 
an attorney and 
also treasurer of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Democratic Club 
and recording 
secretary for the 

14th Congressional District. “I think this 
district needs a strong voice, an experienced 

individual and 
somebody who is 
willing to work 
across the aisle 
and build consen-
sus,” he said. “I 
think I can bring 
people together 
and I think I can 
be a strong voice 
in Lansing”

Bucciero, a 
Grosse Pointe 

Woods attorney with a background in 
finance, said the handling of problems such 
as the Flint water crisis and Detroit public 

school closings shows Lansing is broken.
“Too many times elected officials are not 

listening to their voters,” she said. “I’m 
running because 
I want to have 
someone in Lan-
sing who is going 
to listen to the 
community and 
help the com-
munity become a 
better place.”

Former pros-
ecuting attorney 
Yancey cited 
more than 12 

years in public service, including her posi-
tion on the Harper Woods school board and 
work for the Wayne County Land Bank.

“I plan to take my 12-plus years experi-
ence in public 
service to 
Lansing, where 
I will fight for 
you,” she said. 
“Being a Harper 
Woods school 
board member 
and a licensed 
attorney, educa-
tion is obvi-
ously very, very 
important to 

me, along with repealing the retiree pension 
tax and other issues we don’t even have time 
to discuss today.”

Foster, of Grosse Pointe Woods, cited his 
master’s level education, experience as a 

schoolteacher 
and his fresh 
ideas as reasons 
voters should 
choose him to 
represent  
District 1. 

He said Detroit 
should con-
sider year-round 
schools to  
help students 

compete globally. “I’m going to be the only 
candidate that will stand up here and look 
you in the eye and tell you we haven’t always 
managed things well in the city of Detroit 
— our school district,” he said. “If you elect 
me to go to Lansing, I’ll help raise the bar 

on educational 
standards.”

Mancill, a 
member of the 
Harper Woods 
Planning Com-
mission, also 
highlighted his 
public service, 
including time 
spent as a U.S. 
Army com-

mander in Afghanistan.
“I would like to serve, contribute and give 

a voice in Lansing for our community,” he 
said. “Service has always been a priority in 
my life.” 

 Jennifer Bagwell 
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Candidates make 
their cases at 
our club forum
Continued from Page 1

Forum candidates left to right front row, Sandra Bucciero, Kirkland Garey, Tenisha Yancey and  
Burgess Foster, and back row,  Gowana Mancill Jr., Justin N. Johnson and Pamela Sossi.

Justin N. Johnson

Burgess Foster

Gowana Mancill Jr.

Pamela Sossi

Kirkland Garey

Sandra Bucciero

Tenisha Yancey
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With the dramatic — and, 
for many, unexpected 

— outcome of the November 
election, there were profound and 
polarizing emotions. 

Depending on which major 
political party you supported, 
your thoughts and emotions fell 
on one end of the spectrum or the 
other. There was very little in the 
middle.

The outcome 
was arguably the 
most significant 
political upset in 
decades. For the 
victors: jubilation, 
excitement, some 
surprise and, yes, 
even bewilder-
ment.

For the losers, 
there was shock, 
anger, disappoint-
ment, despair 
and, yes, bewil-
derment.

The Democratic Party experi-
enced an overwhelming defeat, 
with the Oval Office, House 
and Senate all under Republican 
control.

What is a Democrat to do? How 
do we cope with and recover from 
such a blow?

An early sentiment was, “I am 
moving to Canada!” Easily said, 
not so easily done. Instead, what 
about staying and becoming 
actively involved in trying to affect 
the change(s) you desire?

Another spontaneous response 
from Democrats was, “How could 
I ever talk to (fill in the blank) 
again? He/she voted for Donald 
Trump!” Not wanting to commu-
nicate with someone because their 
voting choice was different from 
yours? Never before had I heard 
that one. 

How un-Democratic! The 
beauty of these United States is 

that people are entitled to their 
opinions, just as you are entitled 
to yours. The essence of our 
democracy is that everyone should 
have a voice, whether you like 
their message or not. It is impor-
tant to keep the dialogue going.

Again, what is a Democrat 
to do? Get involved. Become a 
member and active participant of 

your party 
and of other 
groups that 
advocate for 
your causes, 
from the en-
vironment to 
education to 
women’s pay 
equality and 
beyond.

Educate 
yourself 
through the 
wealth of 
information 
and resources 

available through the party and 
affiliate groups. 

Support comes in many forms: 
joining peaceful marches, knock-
ing on doors to promote candi-
dates running for office, making 
telephone calls, writing elected 
officials, making financial dona-
tions to causes and organizations 
you support, attending meetings 
of interest. 

Turn those emotions and feel-
ings into constructive energy to 
affect the change you desire.

Expending your energy con-
structively and collectively with 
like-minded allies should bring 
you closer to your goal. 

And if you have any energy left, 
then — and only then — you are 
entitled to a good cry. Before you 
know it, you'll be ready to jump 
right back in.  

Roland Samaroo

What to do after 
painful election loss

Turn those 
emotions and 
feelings into 
constructive 

energy to affect 
the change you 

desire.

How did local Dems pick themselves up 
after the election? They swarmed to Grosse 
Pointe Democratic Club meetings to get con-
nected and to hear leaders including U.S. Rep. 
Dan Kildee, top, and gubernatorial candidate 
Gretchen Whitmer, above with club president 
Gary Bresnehan. 

They went to rallies and marches. So many 
Dems went to a local health care rally  in January 
that it was the lead story on national news broad-
casts for the size and enthusiasm of the crowd.

And some Grosse Pointers, including now-
board member Shannon Byrne, organized a 
group that became known as We GP. It quickly 
attracted hundreds of people, including many 
first-time activists, and has held events like the 
Grosse Pointe Peace March, below, which drew 
1,200 marchers.
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Picnic time!
5:30-8 p.m. Thursday, June 8 

            Come 
                  join 
                your 
           fellow 
         Dems 
       for burgers, 
    dogs, sides,
  desserts,
  conversation 
  & more!

 Tompkins Center in Windmill Pointe Park 
    14920 Windmill Pointe Drive, GP Park

A $5 donation per adult is requested but not required. 
Food and nonalcoholic beverages are provided but attendees are encouraged 

to bring a dish to pass, and also to bring friends to join the club. 



Paid for by the Grosse Pointe Democratic Club, PO Box 36881, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236. Labor donated.
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