
14th Congressional District meeting, 
9 a.m. Saturday, Feb.  10, War Memorial.

~~~

Grosse Pointe Democratic Club 
membership meeting, 7 p.m. Feb. 
15, War Memorial Reception Room, 32 
Lake Shore, Grosse Pointe Farms. Program:  
gerrymandering  ballot initiative, and board 
election and swearing-in.

~~~
Grosse Pointe Dems fundraiser for 

Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 4-5:30 p.m.  
Saturday, Feb. 24,  63 Cloverly, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

~~~

Michigan Democratic Party Legacy 
Dinner, 6-9 p.m. Saturday, April 14, Cobo 
Center. Guest speaker U.S. Sen. Kamala Harris. 
Tickets: michigandems.com/legacy2018

~~~

Michigan Democratic Party 
Endorsement Convention, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday,  April 15, Cobo Center, Detroit.

~~~
Grosse Pointe Democratic Club 

membership meeting, 7 p.m. April 
25, War Memorial Reception Room. Guest 
speaker: Jocelyn Benson, candidate for 
secretary of state. 

~~~

Garage sale to benefit GP Dems, May 
18-19, 445 Moran, Grosse Pointe Farms.

~~~

Annual club picnic, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
June 7, Tompkins Center, Windmill Pointe 
Park, Grosse Pointe Park.

For updates, like us on Facebook and go 
to gpdems.com.

Grosse Pointe Democratic Club, P.O. Box 36881, Grosse Pointe Farms 48236 ~  
President Gary Bresnehan, garybres@msn.com, 313-605-6266 ~ www.gpdems.com
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COMING UP Let’s show 2018 voters 
how we can do it better
This has to be our year, and we all 

must do our part to make it hap-
pen. We now know the horrible 

consequences of  total Republican control 
of  our federal and state governments, 
with an untrustworthy president leading 
that party. It’s up to us to change what is 
happening. 

To demonstrate their complete arro-
gance and disregard 
for working people, 
the Republicans 
passed a massive 
tax bill that will 
deliver huge benefits 
to the very wealthy 
and corporations, 
without propor-
tional benefits to 
the middle class. 

Once taxpayers review the changes, they 
will discover that any benefits are illusory 
and the bill is a shell game to benefit the 
wealthy. At the same time, Republicans 
still want to take away health care, Social 
Security and Medicare/Medicaid cover-
age to those who need and have earned 
it. The tax bill demonstrated clearly the 
Republican priorities.

For 2018, we can’t just campaign 
against what the Republicans did. Con-
gressional Democrats must show why the 
tax bill should have been weighted more 
heavily to the middle class and how we 
would have written it better. That will 
convince voters who are skeptical that we 
really do support their interests.

Another important reason we must 
win in 2018 is the census and redistricting 
that will occur in 2022. The governor 
elected this year will preside over redis-

tricting unless the ballot initiative champi-
oned by Voters Not Politicians is passed. 
This is a huge initiative that our club en-
dorsed and contributed money toward. I 
urge all of  you to support it and give time 
and funds to this campaign, which can be 
found at votersnotpoliticians.com. Rep-
resentatives of  the campaign will speak at 
our Feb. 15 membership meeting. 

The state party will nominate candi-
dates for attorney general, secretary of  
state, Supreme Court and the education 
and collegiate boards at the summer 
convention, but the party will hold an 
endorsement convention April 15 at 
Cobo to see who will get endorsements 
beforehand. Our club has had many 
of  the candidates speak at our events 
and meetings, and we will have Jocelyn 
Benson, candidate for secretary of  state, 
speak at our April 25 meeting. 

We expect competitive primaries. State 

Message from
the president

Continued on Page 3

Guest speaker State Rep. Stephanie Chang 
and GP Dems board member Ed Keelean at 
the November fundraiser. 
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The club member who is used to step-
ping aside for others to get credit 

found himself  in the spotlight at the club’s 
November fundraiser. President Gary 
Bresnehan was honored as the 2017 
Greenspan Award winner. 

“I was president for 10 years. I care 
deeply about this club and when I decided it 
was time for me to step down as president, 
I wanted my successor to be someone who 
was equally dedicated to the club,” said 
Harry Kalogerakos. “Gary was that person 
and he has lived up to and exceeded my 
expectations.”

In that 10 years, our club has grown to 
be the largest Democratic club in the state.

Another measure of  our progress and 
expanding reputation is the evolution of  
our bi-annual campaign office. In 2008, our 
first year, we fully funded and staffed the of-
fice, without help from the Michigan Coor-
dinated Campaign or the Obama campaign. 
And it was from that office that we elected 
Tim Bledsoe, the first Democrat to repre-
sent this community in the state House. 

In 2010 our office was used for a stag-
ing area for canvassing by union groups 
and candidates. When fast turnaround was 
needed for mailings, they came to us. We 
helped Bledsoe get re-elected when other 
Dems went down. On the statewide confer-
ence call following the election, the club was 

given props for Rep. Bledsoe’s re-
election. We had passed the test.

Two years later we were an 
official co-branded office of  the 
Obama campaign with a staffer as-
signed to the office and money to 
help pay office expenses. In 2014 
the Michigan Coordinated Cam-
paign used our office as an official 
campaign site on the east side and 
contributed to costs and  
provided staff.

In 2016 Hillary Clinton’s campaign paid 
for the office and multiple staff  members. 
We set the pace for phone calls made and 
doors knocked. As a result, in the Pointes 
and Harper Woods, Clinton received 
2,000-plus more votes than Barack Obama 
received in 2012.

Bresnehan’s strengths include empower-
ing members to pursue their passions in a 
manner that helps the club grow. It’s plain 
to see that works. 

The award is named after David Greens-
pan, who devoted a lifetime of  service to 
the Democratic Party and to our club as 
a precinct delegate, activist, volunteer and 
board member to advance the causes of  
civil liberties, justice and government that 
serve all citizens equally. 

Greenspan died Oct. 24, 2014, at the age 
of  100.

Greenspan Award 
goes to Bresnehan

Proposed slate of 2018 
officers and executive board

President Gary Bresnehan (GP)
Vice President Jackie Kalogerakos 

(HW)
Vice President Aaron Tavalire (GPF) 
Treasurer *Christan Keelean (GPP) 
Secretary Larry Macdonald (GPW)

At-large members
*Rachael Backer (GPW)
Jennifer Bagwell (DET)
Margaret Beck (GPF) 
Beverly Brown (DET)
*Sandra Bucciero (GPW)
Shannon Byrne (GPF)
Richard Canny (GPF)
Andrew Casazza (GPP)
Francesca Catalfio (GPF) 
Olivia Coleman (DET)
Colton Dale (GPW)
Emily Everett (GPW)
Mary Jo Johnson (GPF)
Ed Keelean (GPP)
Peter McGrath (GPP)
La Vern Rutledge (HW)
Roland Samaroo (GPF)
*Neil Sroka (GPF)

(* new board member in 2018)

Ex-officio members
Tim Killeen (DET)
Valerie Kindle (HW) 

Past president
Harry Kalogerakos (HW)

2017 Greenspan Award winner Gary Bresnehan, right, 
with 2016 co-winner Liam Walsh

Volunteers with Voters Not Politicians 
(VNP), the nonpartisan organization to 
end partisan gerrymandering in Michigan, 
gathered more than 425,000 signatures from 
every county to turn in to the Michigan 
Bureau of  Elections in December. 

That surpassed the required number of  
315,654 signatures needed to get on the 
November 2018 ballot.

Katie Fahey, president and treasurer of  
VNP, started the movement with a Face-
book post. In an unprecedented effort, 
more than 3,500 volunteers circulated peti-
tions at sporting events, farmers markets, 
craft fairs, rest areas and other locations in 
all 83 counties, gaining national attention 

with their extensive presence. 
The proposed state constitutional 

amendment will establish an Independent 
Citizens Redistricting Commission, making 
the redistricting process transparent by 
opening it to the public and requiring open 
meetings and feedback. Under current law, 
Democratic or Republican politicians and 
lobbyists draw legislative and congressional 
boundaries to benefit their interests. 

Once the Elections Division of  the 
Secretary of  State’s office has confirmed 
315,654 valid signatures, it goes to the 
Board of  State Canvassers, which is expect-
ed to place the matter on the Nov. 6 ballot.

Learn more at votersnotpoliticians.com.

A big step to end gerrymandering
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Fundraising
It was great to see people having a good time at our annual 

fundraiser on Nov. 13 at Bogart’z. Around 80 people attended 
and we raised $1,761. Thanks to all who attended, and to our 
guest speaker, state Rep. Stephanie Chang, who represents citi-
zens in District 6 (Ecorse, River Rouge and parts of  Detroit.)

My annual garage sale to benefit the club will be May 18-19. 
Please donate items in good condition. Also, I  can use your 
help about the middle of  April. Contact me at 313-882-7775 or 
margretbeck@comcast.net.

Margaret Beck 

Precinct delegate action
The committee is ramping up for a five-month effort to 

recruit precinct delegates for all 108 precincts in Michigan State 
House Districts 1 and 2. The deadline to file the form to be on 

the ballot is May 8 for the Aug. 7 primary. I will be at the 14th 
Congressional District meetings on the second Saturday of  
each month and at our club’s general membership meetings to 
provide the necessary form, notarization and filing. I am also 
available to attend neighborhood or club meetings to explain 
the position and sign up interested candidates.

The committee asks all recipients of  this newsletter and club 
members to help us identify prospective candidates for delegate 
as this position is a critical element of  voter education and turn-
out in this important election year. The Affidavit of  Identity 
form and a Precinct Delegate Manual can be accessed at www.
gpdems.com, and we will post a reference map of  the individual 
precincts. To check your precinct or confirm voter registration, 
go to www.michigan.gov/vote.

Organize – Build Power – Win Justice!
Contact committee chair Ed Keelean at 313-618-6067 or  

eckeelean@comcast.net.
Ed Keelean

Committee chair reports

House District 2 and our state Senate seats are 
open this year, and those positions most cer-
tainly will be decided by the August primary. 

Our biggest elections by far will be making 
sure U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow is re-elected 
so we can retake control of  the Senate, and 
electing a Democratic governor. These races 
must be our top priorities. To that end, we 
will open an election office, and will hold a 
fundraiser to finance it, probably in the spring. 
We also are holding a fundraiser for Stabenow 
on Feb. 24. (More info on flier insert.)

I hope you like the new look of  the website 
at gpdems.com. Many thanks to Colton Dale 
for putting it together for us, and to Veronica 
Paiz for her previous work. Also thanks to 
Margaret Beck for planning another great 

fundraiser 
at Bogart’z 
in Detroit, 
and to those 
who helped 
out and 
attended. 
State Rep. 
Stephanie Chang was a great speaker. I want to 
extend my appreciation and heartfelt grati-
tude for the club honoring me with the David 
Greenspan Award. It is a continuing honor to 
serve as your president.

Please renew your membership for 2018. 
Dues are our primary fundraiser and we need 
that support for success in November. See you 
soon at our upcoming events!

Gary Bresnehan 

Let's show voters how 
Dems can do it better
Continued from Page 1

Attorney general candidate Dana 
Nessel and Gary Bresnehan at the 
November fundraiser.

This year we need to be sure to 
take the U.S. Senate, the U.S. 
House, and the Michigan gover-

norship and Legislature.  
Step 1 is making sure we re-elect 

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow. To that 
end the Grosse Pointe Democratic 
Club is having a fundraiser to benefit 
her. It will be 4-5:30 p.m. Feb. 24 at 
63 Cloverly in Grosse Pointe Farms.

We need all our members to step 
up and help out with this event.  Two 
members have graciously offered 
their home and another is providing 
the food. Members have stepped up 
who will do the work of  preparing 
for the day and cleaning up afterward. 

Most important we need you 
to buy and sell tickets. Please see 
the invitation that’s inserted in this 
newsletter. If  you would like to be on 
the host committee, you can donate 
$1,000.  

Republicans believe they can 
get her seat; let’s show them they’re 
WRONG! And let’s show Sen.  
Stabenow we’ve got her back! To-
gether we will make this our most 
successful event ever! 

Jackie Kalogerakos, vice president 

We need Stabenow! 
Join us at fundraiser

Making merry
Grosse Pointe Dems 

were among  
the smiling faces of 

community supporters 
who participated in the 

Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus Parade. 
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